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able, but obstacles of the existence of which we, in
our ignorance, had not the slightest conception. So
long as we are dealing with the works of man, or
with works analogous to such as man can accomplish,
the possibilities and limitations of possibility are in
some measure known to us. But when we are deal-
ing with the works of God, with the whole constitu-
tion of nature, we enter on a region lying far beyond
what we can explore. It is absolutely impossible for
us in such a case to say what is or what is not an
impossibility in the nature of things; what appar-
ently desirable end could or what could not be
attained without the sacrifice of some object of still
greater importance.

In considering this subject hitherto, I have left
out of account the so-called rational creation, and
confined myself to the lower animals. I say so-called,
because I do not wish to deny the existence of a
certain amount of reason in some of the lower
animals; if it be not reason, at any rate it looks very
like it. But I do not think we have evidence in
them of the existence of a sense of duty, of obliga-
tion; of obligation as distinguished from desire or
fear of acting or not acting in a particular manner.
Hence, in considering the evils to which mankind is
or may be exposed, one difficulty enters in over and
above those which belong to him only as they belong
to the lower animals. Man is endowed with the